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Appendix 5 – Elected Member Questions and Comments

All Elected Members were invited to a Nuclear Issues Working Group briefing 
session on 19 March 2018. Members received a presentation from BEIS and had the 
opportunity to raise questions and comments. This is a summary of the issues raised 
and responses made.

Member Question / Issue Response given by BEIS officials
Why is geological screening 
not done before identifying 
potential host communities 
for a facility? 

The proposed process ensures a community is willing 
to host a facility before the geological suitability is 
tested. Geological screening could identify a 
community which is not willing to host a facility 
meaning that the process could not be progressed any 
further.

How will the government 
define ‘a community’?

The consultation doesn’t 
take into account the risks 
and emotional elements 
that make up a community, 
including aspects such as 
Principal Town. The lowest 
tier wards will be the 
building blocks of the 
community consultation.

Communities affected by 
transportation issues, 
including of hazardous 
waste, should have the 
opportunity to feed into this 
consultation.

The proposed process is designed to be flexible – to 
start as a wide area and the narrow down to a 
‘potential host community’. 

It is expected that the area of a ‘potential host 
community’ will include where the surface and 
underground facilities will be, and the infrastructure 
between the facility and the relevant transport 
connections (i.e. a major road, rail or port facility).

The Community Partnership will help to define the 
community.  The community will ultimately be defined 
by the test of public support.

Initial feedback suggests there are different views and 
that further clarity is required on the definition of 
‘community’. This will be considered.

When will communities be 
able to declare an interest?

The siting process will be launched later in 2018.

Is the geology in Cumbria 
safe and suitable?

Deep geological testing will be required to identify 
whether an area is geologically suitable for a facility.

RWM was silent on geology in the previous process 
which ended in 2013.

In the proposed process, a budget has been identified 
for independent work to be carried out by the 
Community Partnership and RWM.

Will the planned approach 
definitely focus on disposal 
rather than a non-
permanent solution? 

The planned approach leaves open a possibility of a 
facility with ‘retreivability’. 
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Member Question / Issue Response given by BEIS officials
What has the government 
learned from the previous 
MRWS process, and how 
much of the work previously 
carried out by RWM and 
MRWS would be available 
and used?

The information is still available and has been used. 
All the information will be published and available at 
the end of this consultation. Technical work from 
MRWS. RWM and NIREX exists and should be used.

Concern that the proposed 
Community Investment may 
result in too little of real 
value. 

The proposed £1 million will 
not meet the infrastructure 
needs of a ‘potential host 
community’.

Community Investment will be the responsibility of the 
Community Partnership which will establish an 
Investment Panel and agree the broad principles 
against which applications will be assessed.

The Community Investment Fund is not expected to 
be spent on infrastructure. There will be significantly 
more available to support transport infrastructure, 
skills and support the area to prepare for a facility. 
That will form part of the discussions throughout the 
process to assess what is required.

What is the Plan B if a GDF 
isn’t deliverable?

If a volunteer community isn’t secured interim safe 
storage for waste at Sellafield will be required for 
decades to come.

What weighting will be 
placed on the fact that the 
majority of waste is already 
stored in Cumbria?

Cost and safety implications will have to part of the 
assessment process to select communities.

Who else has received 
similar sessions from BEIS?

BEIS are holding five events around the country.


